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TOP LOCATION DECISION FACTORS
RANKINGS

Labor Costs
Highway Accessibility
Corporate Tax Rate
State & Local Incentives
Availability of Telecommunications Services
Tax Exemption
Occupancy / Construction Costs
Availability of Skilled Labor
Energy Availability & Costs
Availability of High Speed Internet
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• = Not in top ten factors for year shown.  Source:  Area Development Magazine, Corporate Site Selectors Survey, 2002 to 2006.

Actions from leaders on county and city levels resulted in a lowering of Property Tax Millage Rates throughout Bartow in 2006, 

making Bartow County's cost of doing business even more attractive.

Overall Cost of Doing Business Index in Bartow is 91.1 (100=National Average; overall CODB Index includes labor costs, real 

estate costs, state/local taxes and utilities).  (Source:  CH2M Hill Lockwood-Greene, Community Assessment for Bartow County,  May 2006)

Actions from leaders in Bartow County and Adairsville increased Freeport Tax Exemption status on manufacturing inventories 

from 20% to 40% in 2006, which has already resulted in retention of some manufacturers, and has prepared the way for 

possible expansions in the future.

The "overall cost of doing business, including labor costs, is approximately 9% lower than the national 

average…Manufacturing labor costs are generally 5-6% less than the national average, while warehouse and distribution labor 

costs are slightly lower."  (Source:  CH2M Hill Lockwood-Greene, Community Assessment for Bartow County,  May 2006)

North Metro Technical College broke ground on a new 56,000 square foot Allied Health building, and attained accreditation 

with the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) to award associate degrees.

Georgia Highlands College and North Metro Technical College have been working closely together to provide a seamless 

education for students.

Bartow County, as part of the Atlanta Metropolitan Statistical Area, is pleased to share in the following. A study released 

November 2006, confirms that Atlanta leads the nation in attracting highly educated 25 to 34 year olds, known as the "young 

and the restless," the most coveted demographic in the country. Metro Atlanta registered the fastest market share growth of 

the top 50 metropolitan areas in the country in the last decade, indicating the area is attracting more of the nation's share than 

any other top 50 region. (Source: Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, February 2007)

Progress made on over 20 Georgia Department of Transportation projects and many more local road improvements, including 

these more noteworthy projects: I-75 Repaving through Bartow, US 411 Repaving, Widening of GA 133/Old Alabama Road 

Project (the Cartersville Bypass), US 411 Connector Project, and Hwy 20 Connector project.

Local incentives have proven competitive for existing industry expansions and recruitment of new industries.  The policy is tied 

to quality capital investment, quality job creation (as defined by wages and benefits), environmental stewardship and good 

corporate citizenship.
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2006 EXPANSION/
LOCATION HIGHLIGHTS

Aquafil USA

Aquafil USA has just completed their new facility in Cartersville on Commerce Drive.  Having leased space for 
five years, the company wanted to become a permanent resident of the city and have constructed their own 
building.  Aquafil manufactures high-quality specialty yarns for the carpet industry.  Georgia's QuickStart Team, 
through North Metro Technical College, sent a team to company headquarters in Italy to prepare a customized 
training program for new employees.

Atlantis Plastics, Inc.

Atlantis Plastics in Cartersville specializes in custom plastic films.  In 2006, their Industrial Park Drive facility was 
expanded, and a new line of highly sophisticated plastic film equipment was added.  Atlantis Plastics, Inc. is a 
leading manufacturer of specialty polyethylene films used in a variety of industrial and consumer applications 
including food service, party, and institutional product markets.  The new equipment gives the company even 
more of a competitive edge.  They are already among the top producers of stretch films for industrial 
applications in North America.

Charles Van Gelder Importers, Inc.

Charles Van Gelder Importers, Inc. opened their Georgia branch in Adairsville early in 2006 on North Cass Street.  
The company specializes in international trade and development specifically relating to outdoor carpet, 
entrance matting, safety/floor mats, logo mats, and modular carpet tile. 

Chief Container Corporation

Chief Container Corporation continues to thrive and grow in their Bartow County facility on Hobson Road in 
Acworth.  This manufacturer of specialty corrugated point of sale displays added a new building to their 
complex for warehouse and distribution purposes, which also allows for increased manufacturing capacity 
within existing facilities.  Campbell Soup, Elizabeth Arden, the Salvation Army, Bayer Chemical and Hewlett-
Packard are among Chief's notable clientele.

Foley Products

Foley Products Company, a division of The Concrete Company of Columbus, Georgia, purchased the last 62 
available acres of the Adairsville Industrial Park in 2006.  Plans are to manufacture precast concrete manholes 
and pipes at the Adairsville location, better serving customers in the region.  With facilities in Newnan and 
Winder, Georgia, Clanton, Alabama, and now Adairsville, Foley Products Company is considered the largest 
supplier of precast concrete manholes in the southeast U.S.
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